
Frequently Asked Questions about Plastics  
 

1.Which Plastics Can I recycle at home? 

In 

 

In your recycling bin you can recycle plastic bottles from all over the home, food tubs and trays, 

and yoghurt pots. 

You can also recycle hard plastics (such as plant pots, garden furniture and toys) at any Suffolk 

Recycling Centre. 

You cannot recycle plastic bags or film in your recycling bin at home, but most large supermarkets 

have a collection point in the foyer.  

You cannot recycle crisp packets, sweet and biscuit wrappers, cat food pouches, blister packs or 

polystyrene in your recycling bin at home.  

Search on our A – Z of Recycling webpage or look at our Reduce Your Plastics page for more 

information on plastic recycling. 

 

 

2.How do I recycle these tricky plastic items? 
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                 
Plastic plant pots and coat hangers cannot go in your kerbside recycling bin. They can be 
recycled in the hard-plastic container at any Suffolk Recycling Centre. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.suffolkrecycling.org.uk/a-z-of-recycling
https://www.suffolkrecycling.org.uk/reduce-your-waste/plastic-waste


3.What do the numbers mean on plastic packaging and which types 
can be recycled? What  

 

 

 

The numbers on plastic packaging are not recycling symbols. They are called ‘resin identification 

codes’ and are used by manufacturers to identify which type of plastic an item is made of. Plastic 

numbers 1 – 5 are more likely to be recyclable and plastic numbers 6 and 7 are less likely to be 

recyclable, but this is not always the case.  

Suffolk residents should not use these codes as a guide to recycling. We identify the sorts of plastic 

you can recycle in Suffolk by item type, listed in Question 1. You can find a full list of what types of 

plastic you can put in your recycle bin on our recycling webpage . 

You can also check our A – Z of Recycling webpage for guidance on specific plastic items before 

recycling or disposing of them.  

 

4.Can black plastic be put in my recycling bin at home and will it then 

be recycled? 
 

 

Black plastic can be included in your recycling bin. Due to the dark colour, black plastic is 

notoriously difficult for some sorting machines to detect, however our recycling contractor works 

hard to recover as much of this material as possible. More and more manufacturers are stopping 

using black plastic for this reason and over time we will probably see a reduction in its use.  

Black plastic is often made from lots of different coloured recycled plastic so in itself is a recycled 

product.  

 

5.Can I recycle plastic bottle tops? 

 

 

https://www.suffolkrecycling.org.uk/my-bins/what-can-i-put-in-my-recycling-bin-at-home
https://www.suffolkrecycling.org.uk/a-z-of-recycling


 

 

Loose bottle tops are too small to survive the sorting process at the recycling facility and won’t get 

recycled unless you wash and squash your empty plastic bottles and then place the top back 

on - then recycle in your kerbside recycling bin or in the plastic container at any Suffolk Recycling 

Centre.  

 

6.Do I have to wash plastics before putting them in the recycling bin? 

 

Recyclable plastics should be empty of their contents as much as possible. They don’t have to be 

completely clean, but we recommend giving them a rinse with your washing up, especially with items 

like meat trays. Remember people at the recycling facility sort the recycling from your bin by hand!  

Plastic bottles and containers are often squashed in the recycling process so if they are not empty 

their contents can spill and spoil other recycling.  Labels from the plastic packaging don’t need to be 

removed before recycling. 

 

7.What happens to plastic packaging after it’s been sent for 

recycling? 
 

 



Plastic is sorted and processed before being sent all over the world to wherever it is needed to 

manufacture new plastic goods. To find out how plastics are recycled and what they can be turned 

into watch this short Recycle Now video.   

You can also find out where Suffolk’s plastic is sent for recycling on our end use register. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5Ve0Aa1UPg
https://www.suffolkrecycling.org.uk/learning-zone/where-recycling-goes
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